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THE IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON PEOPLE EXPERIENCING POVERTY AND 

VULNERABILITY. REBUILDING EUROPE WITH A SOCIAL HEART 
 

ANNEX 1 
 

Table  1. Health care in the EU 28 

 

Country 
% Population with health 

coverage financed by 

public funds 

Predominant source of 

financing for public health 

expenditure 

Population 

(millions) 

  

Germany 89.2 Social security 82.2 

Austria 99.9 Social security 8.7 

Belgium 99.9 Social security 11.3 

Croatia 100 Social security 4.2 

Slovakia 93.8 Social security 5.4 

Slovenia 100 Social security 2.1 

France 99.9 Social security 66.8 

Greece 86 Social security 10.8 

Hungary 95 Social security 9.8 

Lithuania 100 Social security 2.9 

Netherlands 99.9 Social security 17 

Poland 91 Social security 38 

Czechia 100 Social security 10.9 

Spain 100 Taxes 46.4 

Finland 100 Taxes 5.5 

Denmark 100 Taxes 5.7 

Ireland 100 Taxes 4.7 

Portugal 100 Taxes 10.3 

Italy 100 Taxes 60.7 

United Kingdom 100 Taxes 64.5 

 

Note: No information for Norway, Iceland and Serbia.  
Source: MSCBS (2019), Health care systems in the European Union countries. Health characteristics and 
indicators 2019. At https://www.mscbs.gob.es/estadEstudios/estadisticas/docs/presentacion_en.pdf 
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Graph 1. General Government Expenditure in Health, in percentage of the country’s GDP 

(2018)  

 

 
 

Source: General government expenditure by function (COFOG)  
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Table  2. Life expectancy by age and sex, in years of age (2020) 

 

  Total Males Females 

European Union - 27 countries (from 2020) 80.8 77.9 83.7 

European Union - 28 countries (2013-2020) 80.9 78.1 83.6 

Belgium 81.4 78.8 83.9 

Czechia 78.9 75.8 82.0 

Denmark 80.7 78.7 82.8 

Germany  81.2 78.7 83.6 

Ireland 81.4 79.3 83.5 

Greece 81.5 78.8 84.1 

Spain 83.3 80.4 86.2 

France 82.9 79.5 86.1 

Croatia 77.9 74.7 81.0 

Italy 83.2 80.7 85.6 

Cyprus 82.3 80.3 84.3 

Lithuania 74.7 69.2 80.1 

Hungary 76.0 72.3 79.4 

Netherlands 81.8 80.0 83.5 

Austria 81.6 79.1 84.0 

Poland 77.8 73.7 81.7 

Portugal 81.3 78.0 84.4 

Slovenia 81.2 78.2 84.1 

Slovakia 77.0 73.3 80.5 

Finland 81.3 78.4 84.1 

United Kingdom 81.4 79.5 83.2 

Iceland 82.9 81.3 84.5 

Norway 82.2 80.1 84.2 

Serbia 75.4 72.8 78.0 

 

Source: EUROSTAT  
The life expectancy, a major demographic indicator, shows different performances regarding life 
expectancy, with an average of 80.9 for the EU28. Lithuania (74.7), Hungary (76) and Croatia (77.9) are at 
the bottom of the selected countries of this Survey, while Spain (83.3), Italy (83.2) and Iceland (82.9) at the 
top. On average and in every country, women (83.6) outlive men (78.1) 
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Map 1. Out-of-pocket expenditure on healthcare (% share of total current healthcare   
expenditure in 2017, latest date) 
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Table  3. Out of pocket expenditure on healthcare (% share of total current health 

expenditure) 

 

Countries 2017 

France 9.38 

Croatia 10.97 

Netherlands 11.09 

Ireland 12.28 

Slovenia 12.32 

Germany 12.50 

Denmark 13.74 

Norway 14.18 

Czechia 14.81 

United Kingdom 15.96 

Belgium 17.63 

Slovakia 18.71 

Austria 19.20 

Finland 20.23 

Italy 23.49 

Spain 23.57 

Hungary 26.87 

Portugal 27.53 

Lithuania 32.28 

Greece 34.75 

Poland : 

Iceland : 

Serbia : 

  
Source: EUROSTAT database Out-of-pocket expenditure on healthcare 
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Map 2. Self-reported unmet need for medical examination and care (% of population 
aged 16 or over) 2018. 
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Table  4. Self-reported unmet need for medical examination and care (% of population 

aged 16 or over) 2018. 

 

EU 28 2 

Austria 0.1 

Germany 0.2 

Spain 0.2 

Netherlands 0.2 

Czechia 0.3 

Hungary 0.8 

France 1.2 

Denmark 1.3 

Croatia 1.4 

Norway 1.4 

EU (27 countries - from 2020) 1.8 

Belgium 1.8 

Ireland 2 

Portugal 2.1 

Lithuania 2.2 

Italy 2.4 

Slovakia 2.6 

Slovenia 3.3 

Poland 4.2 

United Kingdom 4.5 

Finland 4.7 

Serbia 5.8 

Greece 8.8 

Iceland : 
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Table  5. Impact of social transfers (excluding pensions) on poverty reduction, in 

percentage 

 
  2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

EU (27 

countries - 

from 2020) 

35.04 34.5 32.94 33.86 32.68 32.03 31.64 32.4 32.8 

EU (28 

countries) 

36.78 35.98 34.88 35.77 34.1 33.72 33.2 33.98 32.94 

Belgium 45.32 44.96 44.77 42.59 43.64 44.19 41.51 40 35.18 

Czechia 50.28 45.56 45.45 48.19 43.6 42,26 40.49 42.41 38.46 

Denmark 54.3 56.63 56.2 57.19 55.02 52.71 52.21 50.99 47.3 

Germany 35.54 37.05 33.74 34.02 33.2 33.47 34.78 33.2 33.33 

Ireland 61.9 61.62 58.63 59.01 55.8 55.49 51.45 52.58 51.78 

Greece 15.55 13.71 13.81 17.5 15 16.08 15.87 15.83 20.26 

Spain 28.13 31.33 28.52 32 28.62 26.58 24.41 23.94 22.94 

France 46.59 43.32 40.76 43.85 44.58 43.1 42.37 45 44.4 

Croatia 31.33 31.92 33.33 34.34 35.12 35.48 28.57 24.81 24.9 

Italy 21.1 19.51 20.41 21.54 21.46 21.65 21.37 19.44 21.62 

Lithuania 34.5 36.42 34.51 32.01 30.55 22.38 21.51 23.15 22.9 

Hungary 56.69 51.38 47.62 44.44 43.61 42.02 43.8 46.4 48.8 

Netherlands 51.18 47.37 50.97 50 45.54 47.98 42.53 39.73 38.99 

Austria 43.46 46.49 44.19 44.4 44.49 45.7 46.39 42.17 43.25 

Poland 27.87 26.56 25.33 24.78 26.41 23.14 24.45 37.5 40.32 

Portugal 32.2 29.13 29.25 26.67 26.97 26.14 24 22.46 23.79 

Slovenia 47.52 43.8 46.43 42.69 42.23 42.34 42.8 44.58 43.16 

Slovakia 39.39 33.33 34 36.32 35.71 35.26 30.98 29.14 31.07 

Finland 51.48 50 50.93 55.3 53.62 53.73 57.04 56.93 53.67 

United 

Kingdom 

44.84 46.89 46.13 47.18 42.86 43.34 43.42 41.78 36.08 

Iceland 57.02 60.17 65.8 59.03 62.74 53.77 55.33 : : 

Norway 57.89 64.53 61.24 58.08 56.05 55.09 53.61 53.05 51.69 

Serbia :   : 22.96 22.12 20.06 21.28 18.67 17.91 

 
Note: Reduction in percentage of the risk of poverty rate, due to social transfers (calculated comparing at-
risk-of poverty rates before social transfers with those after transfers; pensions are not considered as social 
transfers in these calculations). The indicator is based on the EU-SILC (statistics on income, social inclusion 
and living conditions).  
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/tgm/table.do?tab=table&plugin=1&language=en&pcode=tespm050 
 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/tgm/table.do?tab=table&plugin=1&language=en&pcode=tespm050
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Table  6. People at risk of poverty or social exclusion by age and sex, in 2018 

 

 

  
Male Female 

Difference 

in pp 

European Union - 28 countries  20.8 22.5 1.7 

European Union - 27 countries  20.7 22.8 2.1 

Belgium 19 20.9 1.9 

Czechia 10 14.3 4.3 

Denmark 17.1 16.9 -0.2 

Germany  17.6 19.8 2.2 

Ireland 19.6 22.6 3 

Greece 30.9 32.6 1.7 

Spain 25.1 27 1.9 

France 17.2 17.6 0.4 

Croatia 23.6 25.9 2.3 

Italy 26.1 28.4 2.3 

Lithuania 25.7 30.5 4.8 

Hungary 18.9 20.3 1.4 

Netherlands 16.3 17.2 0.9 

Austria 16.2 18.7 2.5 

Poland 18.4 19.4 1 

Portugal 21 22.1 1.1 

Slovenia 15.2 17.2 2 

Slovakia 16 16.6 0.6 

Finland 16.2 16.7 0.5 

United Kingdom 21.7 24.3 2.6 

Iceland : :  : 

Norway 15.3 17.2 1.9 

Serbia 34.3 34.3 0 

 
Source: EUROSTAT  
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Graph 2. Difference in percentage points of men and women at risk of poverty or social 

exclusion by age and sex, in 2018 

 

 

 
 

 

Graph 3. Percentage of women and men employed in healthcare activities 

 

 
 
Source: EIGE, https://eige.europa.eu/sites/default/files/topic1_figure_1.png 
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